
WELCOME 

Presented by Fred Halley, W2EMS, 

Section Emergency Coordinator, 

ARRL Eastern New York Section

Introduction to ARES

Amateur Radio Emergency Services



SARATOGA COUNTY





Amateur 
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• The Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(ARES) was created in 1935 by the 
American Radio Relay League (ARRL) to 
provide any type of radio 
communications support to public 
service agencies such as the Red Cross 
and the National Weather Service 
(NWS).
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• The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
established Part 97 of their rules “to provide an 
amateur radio service having a fundamental 
purpose as expressed in the following principles”

•  (a) Recognition and enhancement of the value of 
the amateur service to the public as a voluntary 
noncommercial communication service, 
particularly with respect to providing emergency 
communications. 

•  (d) Expansion of the existing reservoir within the 
amateur radio service of trained operators, 
technicians and electronics experts. Ham radio 
operators have their own equipment and 
frequencies that can supplement those of public 
service agencies in time of need.
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(ARES)

• The Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES) 
consists of licensed amateurs who have 
voluntarily registered their qualifications and 
equipment, with their local ARES leadership, for 
communications duty in the public service when 
disaster strikes. 
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ENY 
Section 

Contacts

Section Manager
• John Fritze, K2QY
• Delmar, NY 
• (401) 261 4996 (cell)
• K2QY@arrl.net

Section Emergency Coordinator
• Fred Halley, W2EMS
• Clifton Park, NY 
• (518) 505-3733 (cell)
• W2EMS@arrl.net

Northern District Emergency Coordinator
• Kathryn (Kate) Jones
• Clarksville, NY
• (518) 496-5063
• KD2ROS@gmail.com

mailto:k2qy@arrl.org
mailto:W2EMS@arrl.net
mailto:KD2ROS@gmail.com
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Amateur 
Radio 

Groups in 
Renssela
er County

East Greenbush ARA

Troy ARA

Rensselaer County ARES/RACES

Hoosick ARC

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
(RPI)





ARRL 
INFORMATION

• http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/ares-el/?issue=202
4-02-21

ARES E-Letter

• http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/?issue=2024-03-07

ARRL E-Letter

• https://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf

ARES Field Resources Manual

• https://hudson.arrl.org/

Hudson Division

• http://ENY.ARRL.org

ENY Section

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/ares-el/?issue=2024-02-21
http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/ares-el/?issue=2024-02-21
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/?issue=2024-03-07
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf
https://hudson.arrl.org/
http://eny.arrl.org/
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The Value 
of ARES

• Delmar Duathlon
• Rexford Duathlon
• Schenectady Holiday Parade
• Capital District Commuter NET
• Pumpkin Patrol
• Tour-de-Cure
• ADK Marathon

• Niska-Day Parade
• Mohawk Hudson River Marathon & Half Marathon
• Jamboree on the air
• Lions Club Duathlon
• MS Walk-a-thon
• MS Hudson River Ramble (Bike)
• Apple Run, O'ROURKE MIDDLE SCHOOL
• Eclipse 2024





ARRL ARES 
Online App
lication

https://secure.ema.arrl.org/qilan/ares/ENY/ARES_membership_app_new
https://secure.ema.arrl.org/qilan/ares/ENY/ARES_membership_app_new
https://secure.ema.arrl.org/qilan/ares/ENY/ARES_membership_app_new
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• Three levels of training will allow ARES® participants to 
enter the program and migrate to higher levels of 
qualification and service.

• Level 1 — This is the primary level for those who choose a non-
leadership role as well as those new to Amateur Radio or 
emergency communications.

• Level 2 - This level shows mastery of a set of basic skills desired by 
ARES® obtained through coursework and training.

• Level 3 — This level of training prepares ARES participants to take 
on leadership positions such as EC, ADEC, DEC, ASEC, and SEC, 
and other designated positions in the ARES® program.

• Training units are structured in "Task book" form similar to that 
used in qualification for several FEMA Incident Command System 
(ICS) positions. Each level requires successful completion of the 
previous level. ARES® Leaders should complete the activities at 
each level prior to signoff of member task books. Level 
requirements are based entirely on free online FEMA and ARRL 
courses with demonstration of skills to the satisfaction of 
qualified ARES® leaders. FEMA Online training is available at the 
FEMA Emergency Management Institute. EMI courses require a 
free FEMA Student Identification Number available here. Links to 
ARRL training are found further down on this page. Certificates 
showing successful completion of a course will be accepted for 
task book signoff purposes.
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• Core FEMA Courses

• IS-100.C: Introduction to the Incident Co
mmand System

• IS-700.B: An Introduction to the National 
Incident Management System

• IS-200.C: Basic Incident Command Syst
em for Initial Response

• IS-800.D: National Response Framework
, An Introduction

https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-800.d
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-800.d
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Simulated Emergency Test (SET)
 
The ARRL Simulated Emergency Test is a nationwide 
exercise in emergency communications, administered 
by ARRL Emergency Coordinators and Net Managers. 
Both ARES and the National Traffic System (NTS) are 
involved.  The SET weekend gives communicators the 
opportunity to focus on the emergency 
communications capability within their community 
while interacting with NTS nets.  SET weekend is held in 
October and is announced in QST.





ARES 
Training

Field Day 2024 (June 22-23)
 
Every June, more than 40,000 hams throughout North 
America set up temporary transmitting stations in public 
places to demonstrate ham radio's science, skill and service 
to our communities and our nation. It combines public 
service, emergency preparedness, community outreach, 
and technical skills all in a single event. Field Day has been 
an annual event since 1933 and remains the most popular 
event in ham radio.



ARES 
Training

SKYWARN
Online Spotter Training Course

 
This course covers the basics of 
being a SKYWARN Spotter. The goal 
of the course is to provide baseline 
training for all spotters through 
multiple modules covering the 
procedures for spotting (including 
communication and spotter report 
criteria) and safety considerations 
for all hazards.

Be aware that many National 
Weather Service (NWS) offices 
require training in addition to this 
online course. 
For questions or more information 
about the SKYWARN Spotter 
program of the NWS, visit

SKYWARN Training

http://www.weather.gov/skywarn


Fred Halley, W2EMS
ENY - Section EC

W2EMS@ARRL.NET
518-505-3733

mailto:W2EMS@ARRL.NET
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